4. Most Painful Deaths in History
COLD OPEN - WHEN DEATH HURTS

Narrator (low, chilling tone):
Death is certain. But pain... is optional. Unless you were one of these people.

Imagine your skin cooking from the inside.

Your lungs filling with molten ash.

Your body torn apart not in seconds but over hours.

This is not horror fiction.

This is history."

You weren’t meant to know this but now you do. Welcome to Smart Crows.
Narrator:

DEATH BY FIRE — Giordano Bruno, 1600

He refused to take back his words. The Church declared him a heretic.
And the punishment was fire.

[Visuals: medieval Rome, torches, public square. ]

They tied him to a post. Piled dry wood at his feet. And lit the match.

Death by burning isn't fast. Your nerves scream as your skin bubbles.
The heat cooks your eyes. The pain? Beyond human scale.

Giordano Bruno stayed silent as the flames rose. They say he didn’t scream.
He just stared back defiant.

SKINNED ALIVE - Persian Empire

They called it flaying. The method?

Peel the skin, slowly while the victim lives.

[Visuals: ancient scrolls, painted depictions, execution grounds.]

The pain isn't just on the surface. Once skin is removed, your body becomes an open
wound. Every breath is agony.

Some victims lived for days. Skinless. Conscious. Dying inch by inch.



MOUNT VESUVIUS - Pompeii, 79 AD

They thought it was just a mountain. But within minutes it became hell. When Mount
Vesuvius erupted, the first wave was a pyroclastic surge, a 1,000°C wall of ash and
gas.

Victims didn’t burn they vaporized. Bones fractured from heat shock. Brains boiled in
skulls. Some skulls exploded from pressure.

[Visuals: ash-casts of victims, slow-motion ash cloud.]

They say death was instant. But the fear that wasn’t. They saw it coming.
They ran. They screamed.

SCOURGED THEN CRUCIFIED - Jesus of Nazareth, 33 AD

Crucifixion is often misunderstood. It wasn’t just hanging. It was suffocating slowly
while bleeding out.

Victims nailed through wrists, not palms
Legs broken to prevent breathing

Birds fed on the living

Death took 6 hours to 4 days

But before that, the scourging. A whip laced with metal and bone, designed to tear
flesh. By the time they carried the cross, most were half-dead.

DEATH BY SAWING - Middle Ages

One of the cruelest inventions in history, sawing a man in half.

Sometimes vertically. Sometimes upside down, so the blood would stay in the brain
longer. The saw would pass through the pelvis. Each nerve shredded slowly.

And the victim would remain conscious until the blade reached the chest.

[Visuals: silhouetted reenactment, slow rhythmic sawing.]

THE BLOOD EAGLE - Viking Myth or Reality?

Was it real? Historians argue. But the method is recorded.

® Ribs severed from the spine

® [ungs pulled out to resemble wings
® Victim kept alive and conscious throughout

Whether it was symbolic or real, the pain would have been unspeakable.



RADIATION DEATH - Louis Slotin, 1946
He was testing plutonium manually. One slip... and the core went supercritical.
[Visuals: lab explosion reenactment, shadowy imagery.]

In under a second, Louis absorbed a lethal dose of radiation. His hand turned blue.
Nausea hit in minutes. Internal organs shut down one by one.

Nine days later, he died. Conscious. In agony.
He told doctors: 'You’ll never do this to another man.'

SCOURGE OF SCOURGES - Scaphism (Persia)

They were fed milk and honey. Then tied between boats. Then left for the flies.

® Skin broke down from diarrhea and rot

® [nsects burrowed into flesh

® Death came after weeks of infection and exposure

Scaphism wasn’t a punishment. It was a performance.

Narrator (soft, eerie):

PAIN IS TIME

Pain is the feeling of life trying not to die. And these were the moments when life was
lost slowly.

You weren’t meant to know this but now you do. Welcome to Smart Crows. Hit the

subscribe button and turn on post notification to continue getting update straight from
your device.



